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Grabbing land to settle 
gypsies is outrageous 

I F WE really must have more gypsy 
camps - and the Daily Express 
remains unconvinced - then there 
are thousands of fields in the middle 
of nowhere that wouldn’t cause 
annoyance to local residents. 

So why do planners insist on riding 
roughshod over people’s feelings and 
forcing them to sell their own gardens 
and fields to make way for gypsy sites. 
It's an outrage. 

In a slap in the face for democracy, 
the bureaucrats say if you don’t want 
to sell us your land we’ll take it using 
the full force of the law. This smacks 
of the kind of rule by dictatorship 
which totalitarian regimes once 
favoured. 

The Left has a deluded view that 
gypsies live a romantic life, travelling 
the byways in gaily painted horse- 
drawn caravans. The reality is that 
many are Irish and East European 
tinkers, pulling monstrous mobile 
homes behind gleaming 4x4s and 
making a good, tax-free living from 
State handouts and the proceeds 
of crime. 

It was that two-faced chump John 
Prescott who started Labour’s 
obsession with saddling Britain with 
more gypsy sites. If he’s so keen to 
despoil the countryside with traveller 
camps, which are too often stinking, 
rubbish-strewn eyesores, then maybe 
he’d like to volunteer to let some 
of them park their caravans on his 
own lawn. 

Don’t hold your breath. Labour 
politicians and their hired hands in 
the planning departments don’t give 
a tinker’s cuss for the rights of 
hard-working, law-abiding Htivw* 


